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.... Mission Statement: 
Enhance the quality of life for people in Johnson .County by 
providing exceptional public services in a collaborative, 
responsive and fiscally-accountable manner.                                                                            
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 �����
�����������  is a partnership with the 
Solon Public Library and Solon Senior Advocates.  
Our head librarian wished to have movies for seniors, 
but is way too busy a lady to take that on.  I volunteer 
there two days a week and thought the Solon Senior 
Advocates could provide entertainment for our seniors 
while keeping our Old Gold Senior Dining site in the 
loop. 
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Old Settlers’ Picnic - River Junction a.k.a. “Stump 
Town.” Watch for details about the Annual Old 
Settlers’ Picnic – Potluck picnic and entertainment 
usually held the Sunday after Labor Day at Walker 
Park in River Junction. �

��

Area Cited for Volunteerism –--           
…….Iowa City has the second highest volunteer rate 
in the nation among cities its size, according to a 
government service group report.                            
………The Corporation for National and Community 
Service ranked Iowa City second among 75 mid-size 
cities for the city's volunteer rate. According to its 
annual report, "Volunteering in America," 50 percent 
of Iowa City area residents volunteered for some cause 
between 2006 and 2009.                                    
……….Iowa has an average annual volunteer rate of 
37.8 percent, with 884,000 volunteers serving 93.7 
million per year.  In addition, Iowa's college volunteer 
ranking increased from 32nd to No. 2 in the country, 
and the rate of mentoring adults jumped from No. 17 to 
No. 5 in the nation, the report said.                          
………..$������������
��
���������-  Between 2007 
and 2009, the average national volunteer rate was 
23.7percent per year.  During the same timeframe, 
average Older Adult volunteer rates for states ranged 
from 16.8 to 40.6 percent. Rankings are based on a 
�����&������
��
��������� .  The State of Iowa 
ranked No. 5 in the nation with 37.6 percent of 
Older Adults being active volunteers. *  
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Housing Action Team 

WHEELCHAIR RAMP  
ACCESSIBILITY PROGRAM 

 The Housing Work 
Group of JCLC is 
working to establish a 
W.R.A.P.  program in 

Johnson County. The mission of W.R.A.P.: Develop 
and maintain a program that will provide affordable, 
flexible home access on a timely basis for those in 
need.  Interested persons who desire to help with this 
project are invited to attend. 
  Representatives of the Linn County WRAP 
program will be present to assist Johnson County take 
another positive step forward.  It is anticipated many 

persons and organizations will 
step forward to help.  For further 
information contact Bob Welsh, 
354-4618 or welshbob@aol.com. 

~~~ 
Intergenerational Action Team 
WII BOWLING :   
      The Intergenerational Work Group of JCLC will 
sponsor a WI Bowling Tournament at the Iowa 
City/Johnson County Senior Center from 3:30 – 5 
p.m., Friday, August 13. For this event, seniors are 
invited to join members of the Children of Promise and 
their mentors. Details are now in the planning stage. 
Planners anticipate there will be two or three 
simultaneously games with cool drinks and ice cream 
being available.   

~~~ 
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From the Iowa Department of Transportation 

(DOT) 
���!�
�������
��
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�
��!�
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Excellent source of information for the mature driver, 
family members and care-givers, Health Care 
professionals, Community Planners and Law 
Enforcement personnel.   
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This forum was co-sponsored by Johnson County 
Livable Community , Heritage Area Agency on Aging, 
Kirkwood Community College and United Way of East 
Central Iowa. 

�

 
 

Washington Update: Nutrition 
Services Incentive Program 

July 1, 2010 
 

Message from Peggy Ingraham –  
National Meals on Wheels Association 

peggy@mowaa.org 
 

A lthough the law explicitly makes meal 
programs eligible to receive bonus commodities 
through the Nutrition Services Incentive Program 
(NSIP), the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
has denied Senior Nutrition Programs access to bonus 
commodities.  

  MOWAA and the Iowa Congressional 
delegation has invested time and energy to reverse this 
decision. This subject was addressed by Enid Borden, 
USDA Under Secretary Concannon and me at the 
Hunger Summit held in Cedar Rapids in May.  
  In 2009, USDA again denied Senior Nutrition 
Programs access to surplus commodities. Senator 
Harkin and Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS) drafted a 
bipartisan letter to the USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack 
indicating the USDA’s decision was violated 
Congressional intent. The letter, signed by six senators 

including Senator Grassley, requested the decision be 
reversed and commodities made available to meal 
programs. Congressman Dave Loebsack and seven 
representatives including Iowa Representatives Braley, 
Boswell and King, sent a similar letter to Secretary 
Vilsack in December 2009.  
  At the May Summit, I read a letter dated April 
2010 from Secretary Vilsack denying the request, 
saying he placed a priority on programs that target 
low-income individuals.  

Elderly meals programs, including Meals-on-
Wheels, do not use a means test to establish eligibility. 
This response was not acceptable to MOWAA, and we 
vowed to keep working with our allies on Capitol 
Hill.                                                                                 
.             In May, Senator Roberts again interceded on 
our behalf, this time telephoning USDA Under 
Secretary Concannon to discuss the matter. Senator 
Roberts made his point! 
  In a letter dated June 25, 2010, the Under 
Secretary indicated in fiscal year 2011 he will allow a 
certain amount of bonus foods available to State 
Agencies on Aging that choose to receive all or part of 
their NSIP grant as USDA donated foods.   

                                             L�
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